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   There are a couple of big things I want to make you all aware.  Starting with our 
September meeting, we will be moving to a new room at the UNT Health building.  
They are remodeling Everett Hall, the room we’ve been using for the last several 
years.   We will be moving to another big auditorium just off of the atrium gallery.  
We’ll make sure to remind everyone prior to the meeting in September. A lot of 
you already know where the atrium is located, but we’ll make sure to give you good 
direction to the new room.  
  

   And the really big event we have going on is our annual Membership & Small 
Works Exhibition.  The show will run from Sept 9 to 26, but the entry deadline is 
on Saturday, August 1st.  
   

   Every now and then we do get asked why the deadline is so early if the show isn’t 
until September.  We need to allow the juror time to choose which paintings he 
wants to accept into the show.  We also need to allow time for artists to get their 
paintings framed.  And those artists that are out of town need time to get their 
paintings shipped.  For those reasons, the deadline seems to sneak up on most of 
us.  So don’t wait too long to get your entries in. 
 

   I also would like to thank each artist that took the time to enter our online 
summer exhibition, celebrating America’s 250th birthday.  It was a bit of a last-
minute decision to hold the event, but we thought it would be a great way to keep 
everyone engaged during our summer break.  We had a really wide range of 
themes, and it was fun to see how each of your paintings celebrated the event. 
 

   I hope to see a WHOLE BUNCH of entries coming in the next few days to our 
Membership & Small Works exhibitions.  If you need any assistance, please drop 
us a note.  W are always happy to help you or answer any questions you may have.  
 

   Have a great summer! 
 
         Skeeter Murley 
         Email: swawatercolorpresident@gmail.com 
 

Instagram 

   Hello Friends!  I hope each of you are surviving the summer 
heat.  Summer in Texas can be pretty dang intense, so it’s nice 
to take a vacation, hang out in the pool or simply find some 
good air-conditioning! 
   SWA also takes the summer months off and allows us to 
recharge and get ready to start a fall season of watercolor 
meetings and exhibitions. 

https://www.instagram.com/societyofwatercolorartists/
https://www.facebook.com/SocietyOfWatercolorArtists


  

 

 

        

CALL FOR ENTRIES! CALL FOR ENTRIES! 
Annual SWA Membership 

& Small Works Exhibitions 

September 9th – 26th, 2026 

Fort Worth, Texas 

ENTRY DEADLINE –  AUGUST 1st 

ENTRIES NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED 

Annual Membership Exhibition – Painting image must be greater than 100 sq. inches. 

                                                                    Image must be at least 9” on the shortest side. 

Small Works Exhibition – Painting image must be 100 square inches or smaller.  (Example: 10” x 10”) 

                                                    Image cannot exceed 20” on the longest side. 
 

All artwork images must be sent via e-mail to:  swaexhibitions@gmail.com 
 

Visit our website for more entry information 

CLICK HERE TO SEE 
PROSPECTUS 

mailto:swaexhibitions@gmail.com
https://www.timsaternow.com/watercolor
https://www.swawatercolor.com/_files/ugd/422748_08b1d7cef19542c0b5f53a5f50ccd528.pdf


 

ddddddddddddddddddd 
Monday, September 21st, 2026 
Meeting begins at 7:00pm 
 
LOCATION 
UNT Health 
3500 Camp Bowie Blvd. 
Fort Worth, Texas  
Parking Lot #6 
Click HERE to see map 
 
6:30 to 7:00pm - Artwork 
Critique's w/ Ann Winchester 
Bring a piece of your artwork to get 
tips from a teaching professional. 

 
7:00-7:15pm - General meeting 
with announcements and 
introductions of newcomers 
 
7:15pm - Introduction of guest 
artist and demonstration begins 
 
8:00pm - Break for 
refreshments, prize drawings 
and view & vote on Painting of 
the Month 
 
8:15pm - Guest artist continues 
demo 
 
8:45pm - Painting of the Month 
winners are announced 
 
 
 
 
  

DONATIONS OF SNACKS, 
SOFT DRINKS, & FRUIT 

TRAYS ARE WELCOMED 
 

Demo Artist 

Next Meeting… Monday, September 21st  7:00pm MEETING 
INFORMATION 

 

October Member Meeting will feature demo artist Brenda Driggers 

David Tripp, a native of Missouri, grew up in St. Louis and studied 
art in rural northeast Missouri while earning his bachelor’s degree 
from Truman State University. Residing in Texas since 1977, he 
draws his watercolor subjects from a host of “recollections” 
involving cities, small towns and rural stretches throughout the 
Midwest and Southwest, particularly old Route 66.  

Retiring after three decades in a classroom, David currently enjoys his new life with more 
time to pursue his passion in his home art studio that he has christened Studio Eidolons. 
His watercolors feature small-town American sights fading from our landscape, but not 
our memories. 
David has a series of watercolors and short stories commemorating art in small town 
U.S.A. His series is titled “Turvey’s Corner 63050”. The fictional town features a zip code 
placing it between two Missouri towns four miles apart along U.S. Highway 30: High 
Ridge, 63049, where David grew up and attended elementary and junior high school, and 
House Springs 63051 where he attended high school and church. Drawing inspiration 
from American writers that include Garrison Keillor, Sinclair Lewis, Sherwood Anderson, 
Edgar Lee Masters and William Faulkner along with playwright Thornton Wilder, David has 
developed a cast of characters and is spinning stories around them and the subjects he 
painted for this series. 

David Tripp 

Website 

CLICK BELOW TO VISIT 

https://www.swawatercolor.com/location-swa-info
https://www.rontaylorcrouch.com/
https://www.rontaylorcrouch.com/
https://www.rontaylorcrouch.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS 
MEMBER  

Laurin McCracken recently received the 2026 Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Watercolor USA Honor Society.  Below 
is an excerpt of an interview courtesy of American Watercolor. 

PROUDLY SHARING ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF SWA MEMBERS 

How Does a 60-Year-Old Beginner Become One 
of the Most Influential Watercolorists Alive? 

 

There are artists who are good at what they do. 
There are artists who are great at what they do. 
And then, occasionally, there is someone 
like Laurin McCracken — a watercolorist whose 
technical mastery, intellectual curiosity, and sheer 
force of personality have made him one of the 
most influential figures in contemporary 
watercolor. Last week, the Watercolor USA Honor 
Society made it official, presenting McCracken 
with its Lifetime Achievement Award at the 
Watercolor USA annual meeting on May 29. 
 
 

“Objects on a Quilt” 

To mark the occasion, fellow watercolorist Kelly 
Eddington sat down with McCracken for a wide-
ranging conversation about his life, his process, 
and his philosophy. What follows is an edited 
selection from that interview. As Eddington notes 
in her introduction: “Laurin is a born storyteller. I 
didn’t cut in with lots of questions during this part 
of the interview, but please know that I was 
nodding appreciatively throughout, frequently 
saying things like, ‘Wow,’ and occasionally lifting 
my jaw off the floor.” 
 
 

“Yellow Day Lily” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S O C I E T Y   O F   W A T E R C O L O R   A R T I S T S  

THE ROAD TO WATERCOLOR 

McCracken’s path to painting is not the one you might expect. Born in Meridian, Mississippi, 

he spent four decades as a marketing director for architectural and engineering firms, 

accumulating six million miles on American Airlines and a working knowledge of the world’s 

great museums along the way. He didn’t take his first formal watercolor class until he was 60 

— walking into a six-week Sunday evening class taught by Gwen Bragg at the Art League in 

Alexandria, Virginia. 

It did not take long for the student to surpass the teacher. “Years later, I went with her and a 

group of ladies to Greece for a week to do plein air painting,” McCracken recalls, “and when 

she looked at what I was doing, she said, ‘Now the student is teaching the teacher.’” 

His architectural training, it turned out, was the perfect preparation. “The architectural 

drawings I did were very precise,” he says, “so the only way I can paint is very precise.” The 

fundamentals of drawing, proportion, perspective, and spatial thinking transferred directly 

— and what his training didn’t cover, his eye filled in. When he encountered silver and 

crystal objects that he wanted to paint and couldn’t find instruction on how to render them 

in watercolor, he simply figured it out himself. “I know this sounds really weird, but it didn’t 

take any time. I could just envision it.” 

CONGRATULATIONS 
LAURIN! 

“Silver Service with Magnolia” 

Click the link to read the full interview, 

conducted by Kelly Eddington, in 

the Watercolor USA Honor Society Spring 

2026 newsletter. 

“Still Life on Hand Tied Rug” 

https://ac.streamlinepublishing.com/lt.php?x=41xtmrUFUqPUT55qA3P3UuKgAXNSut-gj-thk8XJVqWi55B-ydI8VOFrAaEii_Ffx2oxX5LJI4Gb5X370OxHUPFv2XIoi_hfwls2Y5bGKXcKIO37


 

DONATE DIRECTLY TO SWA 
 

Click the link below to be taken to a page 
to donate to SWA through PayPal. 

Community 
Rewards 

CLICK HERE TO DONATE 

We want to thank you in advance for considering a donation to the Society of Watercolor Artists. 
SWA will be able to use your donations to support our operational needs. 

Those needs include funding for meeting & gallery space, equipment, outreach and awards. 
SWA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, and donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law. 

SWA Fundraiser Opportunities 

You can also donate by writing a check payable to Society of Watercolor Artists and sending it to: 
SWA 

P.O. Box 471571 
Fort Worth, Texas 76147 

Kroger offers us the opportunity to raise funds for our watercolor 
society.  They make quarterly donations to SWA based on the 
shopping you do every day in their stores. 

Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com.   Then simply follow the 
directions on how to link your Kroger card to our organization.    
We are listed as Society of Watercolor Artists Inc.   

Your transactions moving forward using the Shopper’s Card number 
associated with your digital account will be applied to SWA, at no 
added cost to you.   Every dollar we raise helps! 

SWA Fundraiser Opportunities 

4802 Little Road 
ARLINGTON, TX 

Don’t forget to bring a painting to the MAY meeting to enter the 
2026 Painting of the Month contest. 

 

Paintings that win 1st Place in the monthly contests 
throughout the year become eligible for the year ending 

 Painting of the Year contest! 
Next Meeting 

 

Monday, September 21st at 7:00pm 

Community 
Rewards 

SWA Painting of the Month Competition 

Have You 
Signed Up? 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=5J4GPM58B264J
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


 

 

 

SWA INFORMATION STATION 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
CHAIR:  Laura Rugg (Additional Volunteer Needed) 
Painting of the Month/Year: Vicki Rowley   
Monthly Critique: Ann Winchester 
Programs: Marilyn Ivy 
Social Chairman (Refreshments/Receptions): Linda Hidalgo  
Workshop Chair: Laura Rugg 
House & Properties: AVAILABLE 
 

EXHIBITION COMMITTEE  
CHAIR: Janet Southern 
SWA Signatures: Iok-Hou Pang  
Prize Sponsors: Skeeter Murley 
 

 

PUBLICITY & COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE  
CHAIR: Skeeter Murley 
Newsletter Editor: Skeeter Murley 
Photography: AVAILABLE   
Print Editor for Catalogs: Skeeter Murley 
Publicity: AVAILABLE  
Website & Social Media Manager: Skeeter Murley  
 

FINANCE AND MARKETING COMMITTEE  
CHAIR and Director of Finance & Budget: Christopher Stewart 
Professional Standards (yearly audit):  
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
CHAIR and Director of Membership:  Skeeter Murley 
Greeters: Linda Hidalgo 
Editor of Online Membership Directory: Skeeter Murley 
 

 

SWA memberships runs on a calendar year January through December   
You may join SWA anytime during the year.  Our official membership campaign begins in October as our regular year runs with 
the calendar: January through December.  Those who join mid-year do not receive a discounted membership fee, but they are 
eligible for the membership juried show in the fall, which is for current members only.  We will not be meeting during the 
summer months and will resume in September. 
 

We like new members…invite your friends!  
SWA Membership includes these benefits:  
 

 Fellowship with like-minded creative folks 

 Free monthly SWA newsletter  

 Entry discount for any SWA show 

 Annual Juried Membership Exhibition 

 Annual Juried International Exhibition 

 Painting of the Month Contest 

 Invitation to Plein-Air events 

 Links to Members’ Websites 
 

 While maintaining active SWA membership, earn 

SWA Signature Status after selection to 5 SWA 

juried exhibitions. (without disqualification) 

 Advance notification & entry into Workshops 

 Fun Competitions! 

 Watercolor Holiday Greeting Cards 

 December Holiday Party and Gift Exchange 

 

Our Monthly meetings are held at the UNT Health Science Center building in Fort Worth.  After you turn from Camp Bowie to 
Clinton St turn left into a sloping parking lot beyond the vacant kiosk.  We are on the bottom floor of the building to the right 
corner. Watch for a sign on the parking lot with directions to our room (or check the map on the website)  
6:30pm       Artwork Critique (bring in 1 or 2 works for some friendly advice)  Ann Winchester – Artwork Critique Artist   
7:00pm       Member meeting begins after a short business discussions & announcements. 

 
 

S O C I E T Y   O F   W A T E R C O L O R   A R T I S T S  -  F O R T   W O R T H ,  T E X A S 

2026 Committees & Volunteer Opportunities 

2026 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our meetings are held at the UNT Health Science Center 
3500 Camp Bowie Blvd. in Fort Worth, Tx. 

 
 

January 26 – Bev Boren - Demo Artist 
 

February 16 – Ann Winchester - Demo Artist 
 

March 16 – Ron Crouch - Demo Artist 
 

April 20 – Monica Austin - Demo Artist 
 

May 18 – Ken Call - Demo Artist 
May 19, 20 & 21 – Ken Call Workshop 
 

June, July & August – No Meetings, Summer Break  
 

September 21 – David Tripp - Demo Artist 
 

October 19 – Brenda Driggers - Demo Artist 
 

November 16 – Cheryle Chapline - Demo Artist 
 
 

Masks are not required to attend the meetings. 

There is a lot of space inside the room for social distancing. 

We really do want everyone to have fun & feel safe. 

Your SWA Board Members continues to  
hold regular monthly meetings via Zoom . 

 

If you have any questions or suggestions,  
please send them to Skeeter Murley at 
swawatercolorpresident@gmail.com 

If you have any news you would like 
to share in future e-mails, please feel 

free to send it our way.  We’ve set 
up an e-mail address for you to send 

all of your newsletter info to. 
 

swa.membernews@gmail.com 

PRESIDENT 
Skeeter Murley 

 
SECRETARY 

Evette Oister 
 

TREASURER 
Christopher Stewart 

 
EDUCATION/WORKSHOP 

‘ Laura Rugg 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Skeeter Murley 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
Iok-Hou Pang 

 
Exhibition Chair 
Janet Southern 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SWA 
P.O. Box 471571 

Fort Worth, Texas 
76147 

 

www.swawatercolor.com 

2026 

mailto:swawatercolorpresident@gmail.com
mailto:swa.membernews@gmail.com
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