
 
 

Society of Watercolor Artists May Notes 2013 
Hello to Friends of SWA & Members! 
 

This has been another busy month for SWA. 

Truly, volunteers make the wheels go round. 

I am thankful for each and every one!  

I’m sure the word is out on how much I love 

Mexican food. Last year we had a luncheon 

at Mercado Juarez and we just had another 

munch and crunch at Joe T Garcia’s to talk 

about the direction we can take SWA. I 

always ask myself “what if…” and “why 

not…” It is an ongoing goal of mine to leave 

SWA better when I leave as president than 

when I arrived to take the post. One thing I 

want to explore is the possibility of our 

members having their art work seen (and 

sold!) on a regular basis...as in a gallery. 

More on that later! 

 
 

I’ve always felt you begin to die when you 

stop learning. So, live a little! Joyce Hicks 

was our April celebrity as she wore the hats 

of juror, demo artist and workshop teacher. 

We had about 20 artists at the workshop 

with 13 being members of SWA. It’s good to 

support our own programs and attending a 

workshop is always great fun!  

 

 
(Darla Bostick and Joyce Hicks) 

 

Besides brushing up (sorry!) on our skills, 

we found new friends and worked our 

landscapes in a new way. Joyce gifted us 

with all of her demo pieces, so the workshop 

ended on a lively note with several 

drawings! We had folks come from Corpus 

Christi, Tyler, and Georgetown and then 

some who came further from Oregon and 

Canada! Plans are already underway for the 

next workshop. If you missed this one, 

perhaps the next one will fit your calendar. 

I’d love to see every one of our members 

plugged into the organization. Help where 

you can, and maybe even try something 

new! Working along with other members 

helps expand your circle of friends and 

improves our SWA services to members. The 

next time you look up into the night sky at 

the stars…reach for one. We can, every one of 

us, shine. You can make the difference in 

our organization! 
 

        Darla Bostick 
              President (and newsletter editor) 



 
Welcome to New Members      Our website is:  www.swa-watercolor.com 
 

 
 

Susan Henry of Fort Worth <smhenry22@gmail.com> 
Sandra Johnson of Oak Point <sakrjohnson@gmail.com> 
Marilyn Bourbon of Coppell <marilyn@2bourbon.com> 
Jeanne Johnson was mentioned last month. Her email is: <rogerrjeanne@aol.com> 

We like new members…invite your friends to a meeting! 

InVision, Hulen Mall Exhibition Space Available to SWA Artists 
Dr. Jan Dao (pronounced “Dow”) has a beautiful office between Eye Masters and Dillards on the second level (ground 
level to parking lot) in the Hulen Mall. Her office is hosting a rotating exhibit of art by our members. Dr. Dao’s office has 
gallery lighting and art work is visible from the mall walkway. Mary Stitt will be handling the rotation of SWA artists who 
wish to exhibit in the space. There is room for 6 paintings half sheet or larger. Jim Evans is installed and remains until 
mid May when Shubha Mantri will install for two months. If interested, contact Mary Stitt  msmaryps@aol.com. 

                       

 

Our Volunteers of the Month:  
Shubha Mantri and Lynne Buchanan

Most of us have been to a workshop and had a great time, but unless you have been on the organizing end of it, you 
can’t imagine everything it involves. Of course there is the preplanning with the initial contact with the artist, schedule, 
the materials list, etc and then the set up of tables, mirror, working with the church, but it is the fun things also…like 
making new friends just as artsy as you are, snacks and lunches, etc. Many thanks to Mary Stitt who served as our liason 
with St. John’s Episcopal Church and Sharon Markwardt who graciously delivered the mirror (even though her mother 
was in the hospital). We would like to form a committee to help the Exhibit Chair. It doesn’t take extraordinary people to 
make things happen in SWA…just a few who care and can spend a bit of time (most from home) to help organize the 
event. Would you like to be part of a workshop committee to ease the load on the chairs? Let Lynne Buchanan know! 
jenny.buchanan8@gmail.com She is already in touch with another workshop artist. Also, let her know if you would come 
to a summer workshop, or if you have a specific interest in a certain artist! 
  

Asel Artist of the Month Contest 

            

April 2013 Winners: 1st place, Muriel Mimura with “Onion Vendor—Pisac” and 2nd place, Celeste McCall with “Cherryl’s Tomatoes” 

All SWA members are invited to bring a completed, framed piece to our monthly meeting. (Any work brought in that is incomplete 

or unframed will not be allowed to compete!) Any art work that has previously appeared in a SWA exhibit is not allowed.  Your name 

and the title must be on the piece. Art is viewed anonymously and members vote once during the break for their favorite.  After an 

artist wins 1st place, they retire from the competition with a $25 gift certificate. In November all 1st place art returns for the Artist of 

the Year vote. 2
nd

 place winners get a $15 certificate. It was decided it is too confusing to allow only one 2
nd

 place certificate per 

artist during the year. So, for those who have won 2
nd

 place, they can return with new art in subsequent months to compete. Be 

sure to thank Asel Art Supply any time you shop their store at 825 Foch Street, Fort Worth. 
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Monthly Critiques 
Dave Maxwell has skillfully led our monthly critiques at 6pm before each general meeting for years. Due to health issues, 
Dave has requested some time off. Jo Williams, SWA member from Denton and well-known art instructor is leading the 
monthly critique. Artists are invited to bring one or two paintings at 6pm on the night of our regular meeting for some 
friendly advice!
 

Who’s Our Next Treasurer ? 

 

 
We STILL need a treasurer! Janet Southern has more than fulfilled her multiple terms. It is someone 
else’s responsibility to step up and take this position. Janet will train her successor. Our addition of pay 
pal to the website has simplified the effort of handling checks for dues and exhibit entries. Can you 
help? We also need someone to serve as President Elect and take over as president for 2014.

 

Members in the News 
Sharon Giles won 2nd place in the Trinity Arts Guild Members Juried Show.  
Darlia Hobbs invites everyone to her receptions 3 May, 6-9pm at the Fort Worth Community Art Center where she is 
showing in 2 galleries. She also is part of the “Renegades Exhibit” at the UNTHSC Atrium Gallery. Darlia was also 
accepted in the TAG Open Juried Show in Bedford. Thirty-two paintings in galleries in one month is a record for Darlia! 
Muriel Mimura had her painting “Red Flowers on her Hat - Inca Pisac” accepted for the Western Federation of 
Watercolor Societies Exhibition, earning her signature status in the Southwestern Watercolor Society.  The exhibition 
will hang June 1 - July 7 at the Irving Art Center. Muriel was also invited to make a short presentation at the Southwest 
Missouri Museum Associates 44th Annual Extension Luncheon in March.  Her painting “Maiko, Kyoto” was purchased by 
SMMA from the Watercolor USA exhibition in 2012 for the permanent collection of the Springfield Art Museum. 
Darla Bostick is one of 18 artists selected by Norie Sato as a source of inspiration for mosaic columns to be installed on 
the Chisholm Trail Parkway in Fort Worth as part of the North Texas Tollway Authority public art project. Her turtle 
image will be one of the 10 round columns (2' diameter x 13' tall) focused on water creatures and/or plants scattered 
along the Parkway to mark where the Parkway crosses water. 
Jo Williams is serving as president of VAST in Denton. 
Randy Meador was awarded Best of Show with his “White Mule” in the Texas Watercolor Society 64th Juried Exhibition. 
Bob Cook received the Best of Show Award at the 2013 Rio Brazos International Juried Show with his watercolor, 
“Twilight on Bourbon.” 
Sharon Markwardt is to be published as her “Don’t Blink” will be used in an ad in the Santa Fe Essential Guide. 
John James, Marilyn Bourbon and Darla Bostick were accepted in the OK National Watermedia Juried Exhibition by 
juror Frank Francese. It shows in OK City 1 June-8 July. 
James Haddock and Darlia Hobbs are members of Wide Spectrum (a group of North Texas artists who work in a wide 
variety of styles and media, and who exhibit together at least once a year). This year’s exhibit is at the Bob Duncan 
Center at 2800 S. Center Street, Arlington from April 2-May 30. You are invited to the reception Friday, 3 May, 7-9pm. 
Marilyn Bourbon is currently showing in the North West Watercolor Society show in Seattle, the Texas Watercolor 
Society in San Antonio and the upcoming Western Federation Exhibition in Dallas. 
Karin Michele Anderson, John James, Barbara Millican, Soon Warren and Jo Williams all earned the new Signature 
Membership (retroactive to earn 5 showings) in the Irving Art Association Texas and Neighbors Exhibition. 
Jeanne Johnson has a painting, "Glimpse", chosen to be in Splash 14:  Light and Color, by North Light Books' Best of 
Watercolor Competition. Her "Under the Ponte Vecchio" was selected as one of the 34 Best Watermedia Paintings of 
the Year (Watercolor Artist's Magazine, February, 2013). 
If you have news to share, notify Darla Bostick before the last week of the month <darlabostickart@gmail.com>
 

Upcoming 2013 SWA Meetings, Events & Demos: 

 

20 May: Barbara Millican demo at the May meeting 
9 June: SWA International Reception 2-4 
15 June: pick up work from International   

Summer workshop details to be announced in the June newsletter!



SWA 2013 Juried International Exhibition  
Many thanks to Diane Petrushka as Exhibition Chairperson! Hearty congratulations to several SWA members who have 
now attained Signature Status with this exhibition: Robert Cook, Davilla Harding, Michael Holter, Connie Levson-Logan, 
Muriel Mimura, Iok-Hou Pang. Please make plans to join us at the reception 9 June, Sunday, 2-4pm to celebrate their 
accomplishment and view the beautiful art work. If you can contribute to the reception with special items please contact 
Marie Coerver 817.377.4211. Thank you to members who are able to bring appetizers and dessert finger foods! 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Current Balance as of 15 April is $19,412.07   Bank CD Total: $15,252.17 

 
A New Leadership Position Created 
 Your current leadership group has been working on several goals that can only be met with membership participation: 

1. Involve more of the membership as leaders 
2. Break down responsibilities of current positions into more manageable commitments for volunteers 
3. Provide good continuity from each position to the next leader. 

There are two critical positions we are currently working to improve. We want to divide the position of Membership 
Chair and Exhibition Chair. The membership position hasn’t had any response, so here it is again:  
Membership Director: Shirley Nichols has held this position since 2009...that’s a LOT of members who had Shirley as 
their first contact.  We certainly could not expect more from her and she has been consistently diligent in her duties. 
Shirley is presenting a plan to split the duties in half (and she will continue with one part!)—one to process new 
members and the other to edit/print the membership directory. The Membership Director will maintain the roll of 
membership. Specifically this person would be available at meetings to accept membership applications, add them to 
the Membership Roll and send the secretary and president names as they join so new members can be properly 
welcomed and added to the email list. At times of exhibitions, the Membership Director also checks to see that those 
claiming membership are up to date. Our new Membership Director could sit with Shirley at the meetings and learn the 
ropes--then take over in October 2013 as our members renew for the next year. Contact Shirley if you are interested: 
817.247.9091. The second position is Membership Directory Editor. This position involves compiling, printing and 
distribution of the yearly Membership Directory. Shirley has generously offered to continue as Membership Directory 
Editor through 2014. At that time she hopes to train her successor to take the position for 2015. Since this will require a 
change in our bylaws the membership will need to vote on this proposal.  
Speaking of membership, we have 52 delinquent memberships out there but 152 of you who are paid for the year. Did 
you know you can catch up now for 2013 dues or pay ahead with the touch of a button? Just go to our web page 
www.swa-watercolor.com and each time you hit the pay pal button to pay dues, you are paid for one year.  
 

Brainstorming Bash to Eat, Laugh and Share Ideas 
Several members of SWA met on Saturday, 27 April at Joe T Garcia’s Restaurant to discuss future ideas for the direction 
of SWA (3 were very new members). We discussed the possibility of artists’ trading cards at meetings, offering members 
visibility on our website, the possibility of continuing the Invitational Exhibition for SWA volunteers, and most 
importantly the possibility of having our own gallery/workshop space in Fort Worth! We have a focus group created to 
check out possibilities along this line. It was a beautiful day, and if you weren’t there…you missed a great sharing of 
ideas (and a bit of Mexican cuisine)! There will be more information to send out this summer. In the meantime, if you 
are interested in the gallery idea, please let Darla know. 

  
Attendees: Nancy Mass, Marie Coerver, Susan Henry, Charlene Baker, Mary Stitt, Darla Bostick and Rhonda Barefield
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Upcoming 2013 SWA Meetings, Events & Demos: 

 

20 May: Barbara Millican 
9 June: SWA International Reception 2-4 
15 June: pick up work from International 

Giving Back to the Arts 
Presently no one has come forth to help with this program. If volunteers don’t come forth before July, we will have to 
shelve this worthy program! SWA voted to sponsor an art competition at a Fort Worth high school and encourage art 
students with art gift certificates as prizes. Jane Schneeberger is willing to form a small committee of interested SWA 
members (perhaps former art teachers?) to work with the art teacher/coordinator and design contest guidelines. We 
could present awards at a SWA meeting and view the winning pieces. It was voted to fund 3 prizes in the amounts of 
$100, $75 and $50. SWA members wishing to donate privately may do so. If you are interested in serving on the 
committee or sponsoring a prize, contact Jane at 817.557.3239 or email jlawberger@att.net. Since this project is slow 
off the ground, Jane suggested we implement it in the fall but details must be worked out before school beings next fall.  
 

Highlights from April Meeting Demo &Workshop by Joyce Hicks 

 
Our juror, Joyce Hicks, presented a 4-day workshop for us at St John’s Episcopal Church in Fort Worth. We had 
participants attend from as far away as Canada and Oregon. Workshop Chairpersons Shubha Mantri and Lynne 
Buchanan did a marvelous job of working together to present this teaching event. New to SWA was our workshop 
scholarship program! All fully-registered and paid participants (members as well as non-members) were eligible. At the 
April meeting Joyce Hicks drew Iris Ann Moore as the lucky recipient! Notes from Joyce during the demo:  
*The dryness of your brush & paper will determine whether you will have have “mud” in your colors. 
*Adjust your color to reflect perspective: things get cooler as they move back and warmer at the front of the painting. 
*Brush strokes match the contour of the land, so a slope will have sloping, curving brush strokes. 
*Texture is greater near to you. Use a palette knife in slightly moist areas to scrape out grass, limbs, spots of color, etc 
*“Sky above, so below” if you have violet in the sky, bring it down to areas on the ground. 
*Make a bargain with yourself to not retouch a single stroke! Perfection will kill your painting. 
*Bring branches above and outside of tree canopy to create an interesting edge. 
*When you understand all the dynamics of painting, then you can break 
the rules. 
*Paint like you’re a millionaire. Go for juicy colors and mix enough paint 
to get you through the entire area. 
*Allow paint 10 minutes to “move” before drying. 
*Vermillion is great for glazing. 
*Repeat spots of color. 
*Don’t make long straight lines on a roof edge. Use an irregular contour. 
*Use manganese blue or a grayed color to knock back the whiteness of 
a picket fence. 
*Paint transparent shadows a darker color of whatever they fall upon 
*Don’t let your pencil guidelines hold you hostage! 
*When you glaze, it should be done on a bone-dry surface. 

 
 

Possible Summer Workshop 
No details are available at time of this newsletter, but your leadership is working on a summer workshop. It might be 
different from anything you have ever seen! If all the pieces fall into place, we hope to offer a 3- or 4-day workshop for 
our non-objective painters. It just might be time to shake it up and try something new! More details to come. 
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Member Spotlight and May Demo…Barbara Millican 

 

 
In Barbara’s words… 

One of the most enjoyable aspects of being an artist is the association with other like-minded people. We artists learn 

from each other and being part of a critique group, art society, art class stimulates the creative juices we are blessed 

with. Very few things compare with the enjoyment I receive when I pick up my brush and dip into my palette of paint.  

I was one of the charter members of SWA in 1980 and may be the only active charter member in 2013. We have had 

meetings/critiques in various locations and have grown in quality and quantity. What a wonderful group! I have served 

as co-chairman of programs and chairman of the annual national show. These have been some years ago. The national 

show was held at Tarrant County Junior College. 

Some years ago I received my B.S. degree and 35 years later (as an “older” lady) I went back to college and received my 

M. A. in art. My major professor would not look at my work unless it was on 300 lb paper and matted. I use the heavier 

paper still, but I prefer the 140 lb. Currently all my work is done with acrylics since the paint lends itself to abstract 

and/or non-objective work. I do paint in a representational way but find greater satisfaction in the abstract intuitive 

work. I do not attempt to tell “a story” but evoke an emotional response. I do use oils and transparent watercolor, but I 

love the feel of acrylics. 

I have taught at Tarrant County College, Bauder Fashion College, Texas Women’s University, Fort Worth Woman’s Club, 

and my own studio.  

Most recently I have been in the Rocky Mountain National show, receiving the Sybil Moschetti Award, the National 

Watercolor Society show receiving the Toshiko Ukon Award and was selected to be in the traveling show throughout the 

USA. I have become a signature member in both organizations as well as in the American Watercolor Society, Texas 

Watercolor Society and others. I was also selected for the SWA 2013 International Exhibition now hanging in Fort Worth. 

My work has been featured in the Watercolor Artist Magazine, the International Artist and in several of the Betty Lou 

Schlemm “Best of” books as well as “Journeys to Abstraction.” 

I am a member of the Alta Mesa Church of Christ where I was commissioned to do a large oil called “Feed My Sheep.” 

Ironically, it is hung in the kitchen/fellowship hall area! 

As for my favorite artists from long ago: Picasso, Braque, Cezanne and Van Gogh. As for present day practicing artists my 

favorite watercolorists are Carla O’Connor and Elaine Daily Birnbaum. 

One of my biggest wishes is to get more artists interested in the excitement of painting abstractly…such fun and so 

stimulating. Give it a try…let go, be uninhibited! 

 



 

ALERT**** Our Membership Exhibition is scheduled for December. This gives us time 
to organize a reliable group of volunteers who together will see our exhibitions run 
smoothly and effectively. Many hands make light work. Can you lend a hand? Many of 
the jobs can be done from the convenience of your home computer. We need about 
15-20 volunteers to help us better organize this process. The weight of carrying this 
project must be shared. The future of SWA exhibitions is at stake. We need: 

Exhibit Chair (this can be a shared position by 2 people) to oversee the people listed below, be the liason to 
the juror, the shipping company and the place where the exhibition is held. Apply for show space following 
year. A computer/email is required. 
Prospectus—1 person update and amend the current prospectus with updated info, see that it is posted on 
website by our website administrator 
Admissions— 1 person make an excel chart of each entry, notify each person that their entry was received 
Notifications –1 or 2 persons maintain an email list of those entering, send a general notification email of 
those chosen to enter, a reminder of hanging date, a reminder of pick up date. See that our secretary has the 
list of emails to add to the SWA contact list and notify the signatures volunteer of those chosen for the show. 
CD Preparation for the Juror—1 person burn a CD with every entry (labeled properly) and send to juror. Burn 
a second CD of accepted work and send to catalog editor. Give the SWA board a copy of each. 
Hanging Chair—1 person to recruit and oversee about 6 volunteers 
Publicity—1 person to make postcards, get notice to newspaper, take out ads presented to/approved by the 
board (i.e. Watercolor Magazine, Artist Magazine, etc) 
Catalog—1 or 2 people to compose, get to printer, proof, pick up, distribute at reception 
Sponsorship—1 person to contact about 12 art companies and any other avenues to pursue  to ask for 
sponsorship with funding or merchandise, acknowledge receipt, get info to catalog editors and Exhibit Chair 
Certificates—1 person to print certificates to each artist in the show, award winner, new Signature Member 
SWA Signatures: 1 person add new names  to excel chart of previous exhibits (Norma Lively has been doing 
this for years. Would be nice to have an assistant to learn the ropes and assist.) 
People’s Choice: 2 people to count votes at the reception and present the winner with their award 
Catalog Mailing: our secretary does this 
We Need Your Help! Let’s Help our Exhibit Chair!!!   Respond to: <darlabostickart@gmail.com>
 

 2013 SWA Officers and Members Extraordinaire 
These dedicated members give their talent and time to keep SWA alive! We need YOU on the list! 

President: Darla Bostick 
President Elect: (OPEN for 2013, to serve in 2014 as president) 
Recording & Corresponding Secretary: Judy Huebener   
EDUCATION:  
Monthly Programs: Darla Bostick 
Workshop Chairpersons: Shubha Mantri & Lynne Buchanan  
Monthly Critiques: Jo Williams for Dave Maxwell  
MEMBERSHIP:  
Publication of Membership Directory: Shirley Nichols  
Processing and Maintainance of Membership rolls: OPENs 
EXHIBITIONS:  
Exhibition Chair: Diane Petrushka   
Sponsorship: Rhonda Barefield 
Hanging: Jo Williams 
Entry Requirements: Judith Huebener  
Certificates: Mary Stitt  
SWA Signatures: Norma Lively  
Catalog/Postcard: Eloise and Ray Sears/Darla Bostick  
Catalog Mailing: Judith Huebener 
Exhibit volunteers needed for notifications, processing, hanging, certificate 
printing, labels and strike--please contact Diane Petrushka 
Non-Juried Exhibitions Chair: Mary Stitt  
FUNDRAISING: 
Japanese Gardens: Marie Coerver  
FANtastic Fans: Mary Stitt 

FINANCE: 
Treasurer: OPEN 
Professional Standards: (Yearly Audit) Brenda Morgan  
PUBLICITY:  
Website: Mary Stitt until May, then Celeste McCall 
Website Technician: Sharon Giles 
Newsletter: Darla Bostick  
Photography: Lori Atwell  
Local Resources & Advertising: Jane Schneeberger  
MEETINGS:  
Greeters: Shirley Nichols, Diana Littlejohn, Lynda Robinson, Dee Casstevens,  
Jane Schneeberger  
Hospitality: Marie Coerver  
House & Properties: Janet Southern  
Painting of the Month Asel Competition: Mary T House  
Assistants to Demonstration Artist: Collette Jones, Pam Fritz, Jackie Stengle, 
Marjorie Ross, Diana Littlejohn and Lynda Robinson  
COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
High School Liason: open as new position! 
OUT AND ABOUT:  
Field Trip Organizer (s): open for FUTURE TRIPS! 

 
Do you have a program or event idea? 
How do YOU contribute to YOUR SWA 


